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The population of Canada is around 36 million, versus around 321 million in the

US.

Canadians have also been relatively quick to adopt e-commerce, with fast growth

seen on Amazon in Canada. The estimated number of SKUs on Amazon.ca is 133

million today, compared with 56 million in 2014. The US Amazon marketplace is

estimated to have 400 million SKUs.

The Opportunity
Many brands which are already selling on Amazon in the United States
see an immediate opportunity for growth in Canada. Culturally similar to
the US, Canada offers very little friction as a place to grow sales.

http://amazon.ca/


The process and requirements for exporting to Canada are intermediate. Sellers

would organize as a NRI (non-resident importer) which has no local incorporation

requirement, but the various registration numbers will involve an application

process of more than 6 weeks.

Import fees, duties and taxes, as well as consumption taxes, are slightly lower

than the other markets.

Amazon's FBA fulfillment fees in the Canadian market are also higher than in the

US, due to higher overall costs of logistics in the country.



Step 1: Obtain a Business Number
In order to obtain a Business Number (BN) you can do either of the following:

1. Call 1-800-959-5525

2. Complete form RC1, found online at www.businessregistration.gc.ca

Mail the completed for to a tax center. Find tax centers at www.cra-

arc.gc.ca/taxcentre

Step 2: Become an NRI (Non-Resident
Importer)
An NRI is a foreign company importing their products and goods into Canada, using their

name and business number (BN). You qualify as an NRI if your company is based outside

of Canada, if it does not have a permanent presence in Canada, and if it imports goods

into Canada under its own name.

A customs broker can assist you with this process.

Step 3: Register to collect consumption tax
If you are collecting tax on product sales, you must also register for the Goods and

Service Tax (GST) or Harmonized Sales Tax (HST).

Selling and Importation
Process
The following is a brief summary of the steps required to import and sell
goods in Canada through Amazon FBA.

http://www.businessregistration.gc.ca/
http://www.cra-arc.gc.ca/taxcentre/
http://www.cra-arc.gc.ca/tx/bsnss/tpcs/gst-tps/rgstrng/menu-eng.html


Type Fee (in CAD)

Pick & Pack (standard size) $1.55

Weight Handling (standard

shipment)

$3.75 for the first 500g + $0.37 for each additional

500g

Monthly Inventory Storage Fee January-September $16/cubic meter

October-December $23/cubic meter

(1 cubic meter = 35.3 cubic feet)

Referral Fees Depends on Category. See Referral Fee Schedule

Amazon Fees, Rates &
Compliance
Selling FBA on Amazon in any marketplace involves associated fees.
The table below offers an overview of FBA fees in Canada.

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1Ap2mjnvApcqaJZqASPbyhMvVXV0HLC119SY0Vx2rm0c/edit#gid=708699123


Canada Border Agency Services
Government website with import declaration procedures and import restrictions.

www.cbsa-asfc.gc.ca

Cole International
Specializes in USA - Canada trade. Handles Canada customs brokerage and freight

forwarding, as well as regulatory compliance (GST registration & sales tax compliance,

for example).

www.coleintl.com

Bobsled Marketing
Bobsled Marketing created this guide to help brands with their immediate questions

about launching in Canada. We also help to implement international product launches,

PPC Management, and other Amazon consulting services.

www.bobsledmarketing.com

Help & Resources
The regulatory compliance, export logistics, and strategic elements of
launching in a new marketplace can be challenging. Here are some trusted
resources and vendors to help you get started.

http://www.cbsa-asfc.gc.ca/menu-eng.html
http://www.coleintl.com/index.php
http://www.bobsledmarketing.com
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